
Prayer Options for Ethical Immigration Enforcement

Below are variations of  a prayer for members of  our diocese held in immigration 
detention, for their and for the restoration of  humane and ethical immigration 
enforcement.  The variations are for the various forms of  the Prayers of  the People in 
the BCP, and the prayers just before and after are included for reference.  Feel free to 
use or adapt them as you need in your context. 

The names of  people held in immigration detention are people from the diocese of  
Atlanta, and the list is updated monthly.  It is compiled by Missioner for Hispanic 
Ministries, the Rev. Mimi Guerra.  Updated information can be submitted to her at 
mguerra@episcopalatlanta.org. 

BCP Forms of  the Prayers of  the People 

Rite I 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of  thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
______________ and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other adversity. 

We pray for God’s mercy on the members of  our diocesan family currently held 
in immigration detention: ___________, ____________, and their families.  We 
pray also for the children held in detention across our nation.  We pray for their 
release and for the restoration of  humane and ethical immigration enforcement. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of  thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
______________ and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, 
need, sickness, or any other adversity. 



Prayer Options for Ethical Immigration Enforcement

Rite II, Form 1 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners 
and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For __________, __________, and all the members of  our diocesan family 
currently held in immigration detention.  For their families.  For the children 
held in detention across our nation.  For the restoration of  humane and ethical 
immigration enforcement. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of  the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Rite II, Form 2 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the wellbeing of  all 
people.  Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, for those in 
the justice system, those in prison.  I ask your prayers for the members of  our 
diocese currently held in immigration detention:  ________________ and their 
families.  I ask your prayers for the children held in detention across our 
nation.  I ask your prayers for the restoration of  humane and ethical 
immigration enforcement.  Pray for those in any need or trouble.  

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of  him.  Pray that 
they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 



Prayer Options for Ethical Immigration Enforcement

Rite II, Form 3 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief  or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

We pray especially for _________(parish prayer list). 

We pray for God’s mercy on the members of  our diocesan family currently held 
in immigration detention: ___________, ____________, and for their families.  
We pray for the children held in detention across our nation.  We pray for their 
release and for the restoration of  humane and ethical immigration enforcement. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Rite II, Form 4 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Protect the members of  our diocesan family currently held in immigration 
detention:  __________, __________, and their families.  Protect the children 
held in detention across our nation.  Guide us to the restoration of  humane 
and ethical immigration enforcement. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of  your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 



Prayer Options for Ethical Immigration Enforcement

Rite II, Form 5 

For those in positions of  public trust [especially___________], that they may 
serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of  every person, we pray to 
you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the members of  our diocesan family currently held in immigration 
detention:  ____________, ____________, and their families.  For the 
children held in detention across our nation.  For the restoration of  
humane and ethical immigration enforcement. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who live and work in this community [especially_____________], we 
pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Rite II, Form 6 

For the just and proper use of  your creation; 
For the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For the members of  our diocese held in immigration detention.  For their 
families.  For children in detention across the nation.   
For the restoration of  humane and ethical immigration enforcement. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 


