
WE CONFESS...
WEEK 4: . . .WE DO NOT SEE AS GOD SEES

REFLECTION SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION

ARTICLES PRAYER TAKE-AWAY

Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13.  David,
the least, youngest, overlooked
brother, was the one chosen by
God to be the next king.  “Man
looks at the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Read 1 Samuel 10:17-24 Before
David, Saul was king. He looked the
part, tall and handsome, exactly
what Israel was picturing when
they thought of a king, but was
plagued by fear and insecurity. On
the other hand, David was
overlooked as an option, but had a
courageous heart (not that he was
perfect either, though). 

Read 1 Cor. 1:25-29: God chose
the foolish and weak things to
shame the strong and wise. 

Spiritual maturity begins with
a confession, that we don’t
see what and how God sees.

Samuel could have gone with
worldly seeing that day. He
could have said, ‘surely the
eldest, tallest, most handsome
son will make a fine king.’ 

But...Samuel waits. He does
the due diligence faithfulness
requires. He listens.

Samuel is unafraid to
challenge convention and
makes everyone wait until
David and clarity arrive from
an unexpected place. 

~Bishop Wright

Share a story about a time when
your first impression or
assumption was not correct. Or
perhaps there was a time when
you looked on the outward
appearance rather than the heart?
What did you learn through this?
Share a story about a time you
observed that worldly logic or
human understanding was not
enough to make a good decision,
or a time when you felt God was
asking you to go against the logical
choice. What did you learn about
God or yourself?
What is God inviting you to pay
attention to in yourself right now? 
What are some ways you can
practice seeing differently, seeing
with God’s eyes?

Lord, make us instruments of your
peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where
there is discord, union; where there is
doubt, faith; where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console; to be
understood as to understand; to be
loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.

~A Prayer attributed to St. Francis, 
BCP 833

Intentionally look for goodness in
every single person you come into
contact with this week. Name one
thing about each person that
reflects the image of God. 
Go to a center of activity, like a park
or grocery store, or take a walk
around your neighborhood or
church neighborhood.  Be present
with a posture of prayer. Pray for
those you see.  Afterward, reflect on
how this experience of taking this
prayerful posture might help you
see things and people differently. 

Bishop Wright says “To walk with
God is to walk by faith and not by
our biased, limited, fearful and
flawed sight.”

Seeing differently means we confess
that sometimes, we are seduced by
stereotypes, that we may have
implicit biases or unconscious
attitudes we’ve just picked up from
living in this world. We can unlearn
these. Empathy, proximity, deeper
relationships with those who differ
from us are all things that help. 
https://jedfoundation.org/resource/und
erstanding-discrimination-and-bias/
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