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MINUTES of the 118th Annual Council of the Diocese of Atlanta, November 8th and 9th, 2024. 

 

 
The 118th Annual Council of the Diocese of Atlanta met at Cathedral of Saint Philip 2744 Peachtree 

Road NW, Atlanta, GA 30305. The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop Diocesan, was in the chair. 

Holy Innocents Episcopal Church and School was the host. 

 

FIRST DAY: NOVEMBER 8th, 2024 

Registration began at 7:30 a.m. 

 

 Opening Prayer, Welcome, Call to Order, Quorum Call, and Organization for Business  

 

At 10:33 a.m., The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright (“Bishop Wright”) opened the conference with a 

litany and a prayer, and then called the Annual Council to Order. Bishop Wright then invited  

The Rev. Bill Murray and Headmaster Paul Barton to offer a welcome and introductory remarks. A 

video of greetings from the Rt. Rev. Victor Atta-Baffoe, Anglican Diocese of Cape Coast, was then 

played. Bishop Wright then called on The Very Rev. P. Richard Game (“The Secretary”), who 

announced that a constitutional quorum was present based on registrations and requested that all 

delegates who had not already done so to register. He also announced that one parish had not 

registered and was not eligible to vote. The Council was organized for business. 

 

 
Seating of Lay Delegate from The Church of the Common Ground, Atlanta 

Bishop Wright called upon The Secretary to move the seating of the lay delegate for The Church of 

the Common Ground. The Secretary moved the seating of the Lay Delegate from Church of the 

Common Ground. 

      Voting instructions 

Bishop Wright called on Canon Sally Ulrey for voting instructions. Bishop Wright called for a motion to 

approve the use of electronic clickers to vote. 

 

Motion for seating of the Lay Delegate from Church of the Common Ground  

seconded and carried. 
 

Approval of the Minutes of the 117th Council 

Bishop Wright called for a motion to approve the Minutes of the 117th Annual Council. 

 

Motion seconded and carried. Minutes adopted. 

 

Adoption of the Agenda 

Bishop Wright called for a motion to adopt the agenda as included on the website with 

amendments as required. 

 

Motion seconded and carried. Agenda adopted. 
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Announcements and Introductions 

Bishop Wright welcomed first time delegates and new clergy members to Council. 

 

Bishop Wright introduced the persons at the presidium: The Secretary of Annual Council, The 

Very Reverend P. Richard Game; The Assistant Secretary The Rev. Richard Winston Arthur; 

The Chancellor of the Diocese, Mr. Tom Christopher, Esq; The Chancellor Emeritus of the 

Diocese and Parliamentarian, Mr. Richard Perry, Esq; The Chair of Dispatch of Business, The 

Canon to the Ordinary, The Rev. Canon Alicia Schuster-Weltner. 
 

Introduction and referral of resolutions to legislative committees 

Bishop Wright called upon the Chair of Dispatch of Business, who provided detailed instructions 

on dispatch of business. 

 

Bishop Wright referred these pre-filed resolutions to Council legislative committees for 

deliberation: 

 

● 2025 Mission and Ministry Budget to Finance 

● R24-01 To Community Ministries 

● R24-02 To Community Ministries  

● R24-03 To Community Ministries 

● R24-04 To Community Ministries 

● R24-05 To Congregational Vitality 

 

Bishop Wright called for any additional resolutions from the floor in canonical form and in writing to 

the Chair and the Secretary of Council.  

 

Mr. Bruce Garner of All Saints Atlanta and The Rev. Thee Smith from The Cathedral of St. Philip, 

Atlanta, each proposed a resolution from the floor, which resolutions were accepted for consideration, 

numbered for identification and submitted to committees as follows: 

 

● R24-06 To Community Ministries 

● R24-07 To Community Ministries 

                                                                   Elections 

Bishop Wright appointed Mr. Phillip Knight (St. Teresa’s, Acworth), as Chief Teller, to certify 

the electronic vote. 

 

Bishop Wright announced the names of the nominees for the Standing Committee, Governors of 

Mikell Camp and Conference Center, Lay Trustee of The University of the South, Sewanee, and 

members of the Diocesan Disciplinary Board. There were no nominations from the floor. Bishop 

Wright declared the nominations closed. 

 

 
First Ballots Cast 

Ballots were cast for the following elections from among the nominees shown: 

 

Standing Committee, Lay, elect one (Ballot 1) 

Ms. Kelley Dial, Ascension Cartersville 

 

Standing Committee, Clergy, elect one (Ballot 1) 

The Rev. Bonnie Underwood, All Saints Warner Robbins 
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Board of Governors, Mikell Camp and Conference Center, elect two (Ballot 1): 

   The Rev. Edgar Otero, Christ Church, Norcross 

   Ms. Devon Smyth, St. Margaret’s, Carrolton  

 

Lay Trustee of the University of the South, elect one on Bishop Wright’s nomination (Ballot 1) 

  Keith Hollingsworth 
 

Elections to Diocesan Disciplinary Board 

Bishop Wright nominated, and the Council elected, Deacon John Ray for a five-year term, and 

Ms. Dawn Diedrich for a four-year term. 

Elections of Diocesan Officers 

Bishop Wright nominated, and the Council elected, the following Diocesan Officers: Chancellor, 

Thomas Christopher, Esq.; Chancellor Emeritus, Richard Perry, Esq.; Secretary, The Rev. Richard 

Winston Arthur, Esq.; Assistant Secretary, The Very Rev. P. Richard Game, Esq.; Treasurer, Ms. 

Peggy Haskell-Farnham; Registrar, Mr. Richard Perry, Esq. 

 
Committee appointments 

Bishop Wright appointed the following to the Committee on Memorials and Courtesy 

Resolutions: Chair: The Very Rev. Horace Griffin, Canterbury Court; The Ven. Juan Sandoval, 

Cathedral of St Philip; The Rev. Carmie McDonald, Epiphany; Ms. Julia Gable, Holy Trinity; 

Ms. Ann Davis, Youth Delegate.    
Election Results 

Bishop Wright announced that the following other persons were elected: 

 

Standing Committee, Lay, 

  Ms. Kelley Dial, Ascension Cartersville 

 

Standing Committee, Clergy, 

  The Rev. Bonnie Underwood, All Saints Warner Robbins 

 

Board of Governors, Mikell Camp and Conference Center: 

    The Rev. Edgar Otero, Christ Church, Norcross 

    Ms. Devon Smyth, St. Margaret’s, Carrolton  

 

 Lay Trustee of the University of the South 

    Mr. Keith Hollingsworth 

 

 
Report on Canon 20 Compliance Committee 

The Rev. Buddy Crawford, St. Ann’s Atlanta, Chair of the Canon 20 Appeals Board, reported on 

parishes’ compliance with Diocesan Canon 20 for support of the Diocese’s mission and ministry: 

eleven parishes appealed non-compliance (compared to eleven in 2024). Granted in appeals: 

$73,060 (compared to $101,224 in 2024). 

 
Presentation of Financial Report and Proposed Draft Budget 

Ms. Peggy Haskell Farnham, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report, Mr. Les Callahan, 

offered a Finance Report, and Mr. David Culp and Ms. Joy Jones from the Budget Committee 

presented the Proposed Draft Mission and Ministry Budget for 2025.  
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Bishop Wright Invites Canon Sally Ulrey and the Office of Congregation Vitality  

Canon Sally Ulrey introduced a video presentation on the results of the work of the five Task Forces on 

Congregational Vitality in the diocese.   

 

Bishop Wright Invites Video on The Wright House 

 

Bishop Wright offered a brief introduction and invited Fr George Maxwell to introduce, Joy Jones the 

Chair of the Wright House. Joy Jones offered brief remarks about the work of The Wright House and 

introduced the video. A video showing the Wright House, the new student residence building on the 

Athens campus of the University of Georgia is shown. 

 

Bishop Wright invited Dr. Beth Sarah Wright to offer remarks on the work of the Dignity Sewing 

Center. 

 

Bishop Wright called upon Wynn Callaway to give lunch instructions. 

 

Bishop Wright invited The Rev. Ashley Lytle Carr to lead council attendees in prayer before 

lunch and announced a recess at 11:41 pm. 

 

Bishop Wright reconvened the Council at 1:20 p.m.  

 

      The Bishop’s Address 

A video entitled “To Be Witnesses” is shown, followed by Bishop Wright’s Address. Following his 

address, Bishop Wright called on Canon Sally Ulrey to invite attendees to engage in a table discussion 

on the Bishop’s Address.  

 

Bishop Wright called Council to order at 2:16.   

 

A video on the Appleton Offering was shown, followed by a presentation by Lyndsey Hardegree on 

Episcopal Community Ministries. Bishop Wright then introduced a video on the Absolom Jones Center. 

 

Council recessed for Committee Meetings 

Bishop Wright recognized The Chair of Dispatch of Business, who gave instructions about 

Committee Meetings, and announced Breakfast with the Bishop Wright set for 7:30am on 

Saturday. 
 

Bishop Wright recessed the Council at 2:34pm until 9:00am Saturday. 

 

COUNCIL IN RECESS 

SECOND DAY: NOVEMBER 9, 2024 

Bishop Wright called Council to order at 9:00 am. 

 

Diocesan Youth led morning worship with youth address until 9:35am. 

 

Camp Mikell Presentation 

Bishop Wright called on Camp Mikell Executive Director Jessica LeFiles who introduced a video about Camp 

Mikell.  
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Other Reports, Awards and Presentations 

 

Bishop Wright announced the recipients of the Bishop’s Cross, by convocation: 

 

Convocation Dean Nominee 

North Atlanta Tricia Templeton Mary Jo Sibbald 

Southwest Atlanta Jeff Jackson JoAnn Blackstock 

Marietta Sarah Fisher Tom Martin 

Northeast Metro Dick Game Kiara Rios Burrows 

Mid-Atlanta Horace Griffin Charles Person 

Oconee Nikki Mathis Joseph Napoli 

Georgia Mountains John Hamilton Mary Fry 

Middle Georgia David Probst Barbara Windham 

East Atlanta Chad Vaughn Ellen Bishop 

Northwest Georgia John Herring Charlie Phelps 

Chattahoochee Grace Burton-Edwards  Nell Hudson Scrantom 

Youth Holle Tubbs Ben Schmidt 

 

Bishop Wright also recognized the following individuals by awarding each a Bishop’s Cross:  The 

Hon. Mary Margaret Oliver, The Rev. Canon Lang Lowrey, Mr. David Culp and The Rev. John 

Bolton. 

 
 

Legislative agenda 

At 9:58am, Bishop Wright called on the Chair of the Dispatch of Business to remind Council of 

the rules for debate. Dispatch then called for reports from legislative committees. The reports 

were made as shown. 

 

Dispatch of Business called on Mr. Les Callahan, Chair of the Finance Committee, who moved that the 

Proposed Draft Budget for 2025 be adopted.  

 

Motion carried. 

 

Community Ministries Committee Chair, The Rev. Jane Weston, presented the following resolutions 

from committee which were treated as follows:  
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R24-1 Task Force on Environmental Issues  

 

Resolved, That there be created a Task Committee, entitled “Task Force on Environmental Issues,” 

consisting of five persons, appointed by the Bishop, to consider the several recognitions, 

recommendations and remedial actions first suggested by Resolutions R24-1 and R24-2; and  

 

Resolved that the Task Force report its findings and recommendation to the 119th Annual Council in 

2025, with the goal of helping Diocese of Atlanta entities develop plans by 2026 for reducing their 

carbon footprint.  

 

Note: This resolution was accepted as a substitute for the original R24-1 and adopted by Council.  

     

    Motion to adopt the substitute R24-1. Motion carried.  

 

    Motion to approve R24-1. Motion carried. Resolution R24-1 adopted. 

 

R24-2 Enabling GC Resolution A098 

 

    Motion to discharge R24- 2. Motion carried and adopted. 

 

R24-3  Resolution on Alzheimer’s  Disease and other Dementias  

 

Resolved, that the Bishop appoint a Task Force on Alzheimer’s Disease and other Dementias for God’s 

People, consisting of seven (7) people representing diverse constituencies within the Diocese; and be it 

further  

 

Resolved, that the Task Force shall undertake a comprehensive research initiative to explore what role 

the church can play in mitigating the effects of Alzheimer’s Disease and other Dementias, given the 

concerning rise in affected individuals and their caregivers. This research will encompass identifying 

relevant resources and examining their potential applications within the Diocese, with a particular focus 

on serving Episcopalians of color, LGBTQ+ Episcopalians, and those residing in senior or assisted 

living communities. The Task Force will then develop and present proposals outlining how the Diocese 

can effectively support and enhance the overall well-being and wellness of church members affected by 

these conditions, ensuring a compassionate and inclusive approach to addressing this growing health 

concern within the church community; and be it further  

 

Resolved, that the Task Force report its findings and recommendations to the 119th Annual Council.  

 

  Motion to approve as amended in committee carried. Resolution R24-3 adopted. 

R24-4 Substitute for R24-1 and R24-2 

Motion to discharge R24-4. Motion carried.  

R24-5 Diocesan Wide Bible Study on Ephesians   

a. Motion to suspend debate on R24-5 (1st Time). Motioned failed. 

b. Motion to table R24-5. Motioned failed. 

c. Motion to suspend debate on R24-5 (2nd time). Motioned carried.  
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d. Motion to affirm the ruling of the chair (Ruling of the Chair was to vote by orders 

as requested by Reid). Motioned carried.  

e. Lay- Motion to approve R24-5 as amended in committee. Motion failed.  

f. Clergy- Motion to approve R24-5 as amended in committee. Motion failed.  

R24-6 LGBTQ+ Educational and Listening Sessions  

 

Resolved, the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, meeting in Annual Council in Atlanta, GA, 

November 8-9, 2024, direct the Commission on LGBTQ+ Ministry of the Diocese to 

conduct educational and listening sessions in each of the Convocations of the diocese. 

And be it further 

 

Resolved that said educational and listening sessions shall include an update of The 

Episcopal Church’s resolutions of General Convention, canons, and constitution regarding the status 

and rights of LGBTQ+ persons in the church and society. And be it further 

 

Resolved that said educational and listening sessions shall gather testimony from the 

members of our church about the lived experiences of LGBTQ+ persons regarding 

discrimination, inclusion, and their relationship to the church. And be it further 

 

 

 

Resolved that said educational and listening sessions shall be held during calendar 

years 2025 and 2026, with a report of their findings and recommendations to be made 

to the diocese on or before the 121st Annual Council to be held in 2027. 

 

Motion to approve R24-6 as amended in committee. Motion carried. Resolution R24-6 adopted. 

 

R24-7 Engaging Civil Discourse  

Resolved, that the 118th Council of the Diocese of Atlanta join with the Conference of Bishops of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to affirm that hateful, deceptive, violent speech has no rightful 

place in our local or national discourse, to lament the ways this language has led to hate-fueled action, 

to refuse the ongoing normalization of lies and deceit, and to recommit ourselves to speaking the truth 

in the name of the One who is Truth, in keeping with our Baptismal Covenant to respect the dignity of 

every human being. Be it further 

Resolved, that copies of this resolution shall be made available to the public via press release and on all 

Diocesan social media channels. 

Motion to approve R24-7 as amended in committee. Motion carried. Resolution R24-7 adopted. 

 

At 11:24am, Dispatch announced the end of the legislative session. 

 
Report and Resolutions of Memorials and Courtesy Committee 

 

The Rev. Horace Griffin, Chair, moved the following resolutions that were seconded. 
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Be it Resolved, that this 118th Council of the Diocese of Atlanta makes the following resolutions of 

memorials and courtesy:  

 

Be it Resolved, that we express our gratitude to the Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Tenth Bishop of Atlanta, 

on this 13th anniversary year of his consecration.  

 

Be it Resolved, that we send our greetings to the Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander, Ninth Bishop of Atlanta, 

and to the Rt. Rev. Keith Whitmore, the Rt. Rev. Paul Lambert, and the Rt. Rev. Don Wimberley for 

their past work and witness in the Diocese of Atlanta.  

 

Be it Resolved, that we send our greetings to Suzie Whitmore, wife of Bishop Keith Whitmore, and to 

Elizabeth Allan, widow of Bishop Frank Allan. 

 

Be it Resolved, that we express our gratitude to Holy Innocents’ Church, its school staff and volunteers, 

and to the Bishop’s Staff, Chancellors, Officers and chairs that made this Annual Council possible.  

 

Be it Resolved that we send prayers to the Diocese of Georgia, meeting in their Annual Convention this 

weekend. 

 

Be it Resolved, that we express our appreciation for the faithful clergy and laity who devoutly love, care, 

and serve Jesus Christ in parishes and worshiping communities throughout the Diocese of Atlanta.  

 

Be it Resolved, that we welcome new members of the clergy ordained in our Diocese this past year:   

 

To the priesthood:  

 

Caroline Mae Carter 

Kathryn Claire Crewdson 

Robert Farrow 

Christopher McAbee 

 

To the permanent diaconate:  

 

Daniel Burrows 

 

 

Be it Resolved, that we send our appreciation and prayers to clergy of our Diocese who have retired:  

The Rev. Elisa Harres 

The Rev. Scott Kidd 

The Rev. Cynthia Park 

The Rev. George Yandell 

 

Be it Resolved, that we welcome the following clergy into new ministries in this diocese:  

 

The Rev. David Boyd - to The Cathedral of St. Philip, Atlanta 

The Rev. Walter (Chip) Broadfoot III, to St. David’s, Roswell  

The Rev. Daniel Burrows, Deacon - to Christ Church, Norcross 

The Rev. Ashley Lytle Carr - to the Cathedral of St. Philip, Atlanta 

The Rev. Buddy Crawford - to St. Anne’s, Atlanta 

The Rev. Kathryn Claire Crewdson - to Holy Innocents' School, Atlanta 

The Rev. Robert (Bob) Farrow - to St. Nicolas, Hamilton 
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The Rev. Michelle Fritch - to Grace-Calvary, Clarksville 

The Rev. Gregory Gibson - to St. Andrew's in the Pines, Peachtree City 

The Rev. Terry Howell, Deacon - to St. Patrick’s, Atlanta 

The Rev. Florence Mitchell - Deacon, to St. Bartholomew, Atlanta 

The Rev. Edgar Otero - to Christ Church, Norcross 

The Rev. Julie O'Neill, Deacon - to St. George’s School, Milner 

The Rev. Lisa Parker, Deacon - to St. Matthias, Toccoa 

The Rev. Joseph (Joe) Rose - to St. Luke’s. Atlanta 

The Rev. James (Jim) Shumard - to St. James, Clayton 

The Rev. Megan Swett - to St. Luke’s Atlanta 

The Rev. David Wagner - to St. Benedict’s School, Smyrna 

The Rev. Nathan Webb - to St. Peter and St. Paul, Marietta 

The Rev. Barbara Windom, Deacon - to All Angels, Eatonton 

 

Be it Resolved, that we welcome the following clergy from other dioceses to canonical residency in this 

diocese:  

 

The Rev. Matthew Babcock - from the Diocese of Chicago 

The Rev. Dr. Andrew K. Barnett - from the Diocese of Washington 

The Rev. Stewart Lucas -from the Diocese of Maryland 

The Rev. Patricia Miller - from the Diocese of West Missouri 

 

Be it Resolved, that we commend the following clergy to ministries in other Dioceses:  

 

The Rev. Tim Black, to the Diocese of Los Angeles  

The Rev. Melissa Hartley - to the Diocese of Alabama 

The Rev. Lauren Holder -to the Diocese of Maryland 

The Rev. Christopher McAbee - to the Diocese of Mississippi 

The Rev. Peter Wallace - to the Diocese of Hawai’i 

The Rev. Larry Williams - to the Diocese of Alabama 

The Rev. Cathy Zappa - to the Diocese of Georgia 

 

Be it Resolved, that we welcome the following to new ministries in the Diocese: 

 

Mr. Joseph Iarocci - Interim Executive Director, Emmaus House 

Ms. Jessica LeFiles- Executive Director, Mikell Camp and Conference Center 

The Rev. Gregory Warren, Executive Director, Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing 

 

Be it Resolved, that we remember and pray for all Veterans and their sacrifice for the nation. 

 

 

Be it Resolved, that we remember and pray for this nation.  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us 

through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole 

human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 

infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; 

unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 

confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in 

your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 

harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
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Por la familia humana 

Oh Dios, tú nos hiciste a tu propia imagen, y nos 

redimiste por Jesús tu Hijo: Mira, en tu compasión, a 

toda la familia humana; quita el odio y la arrogancia que 

nos corrompen el corazón; derrumba las barreras que 

nos separan; únenos en vínculos de amor; y actúa a 

través de nuestra lucha y confusión a fin de cumplir tus 

propósitos en la tierra, para que a su debido tiempo 

todas las naciones y razas te sirvan en armonía alrededor 

de tu trono celestial; por Jesucristo nuestro Señor. Amén. 

 

 

ALL STAND  

 

Be it Resolved, that we remember those members of this Council and of our Diocese who died in the 

past year, especially, 

 

Clergy:   

Thomas Arledge 

Tom Bowers 

Donn Brown  

Newell Graham 

Ruth Healy 

Stanley Morgan 

Milton Murray 

 

Lay: 

Patsy Brown 

Jeffrey Callendar 

Cathy Dillard 

Patrick Griffith 

Thom Harrison 

Emma Hughes 

Tracie Jenkins 

Jim Landers 

Bob Long 

Larry Mattis 

Rick McKnight 

Irma Jean Mitchell 

Ifey Okpala 

Jean Oliver 

Tim Raasch 

Lee Sewell 

Lee Shelton 

Dorothy Spencer-Avery 

Guillermo “Bill” Thorne 

Raymond Walker, Sr.  

Ivey Williams  

Ruth Yurchuck 
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Be it Resolved,  

 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; 

even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. Amen. 

 

Motion carried. Resolution adopted 

Bishop Wright offered prayer for the departed persons. 

 
Closing announcements and adjournment 

Bishop Wright called on Holle Tubbs to give logistical instructions about the Youth Service 

Project.  

 

Council drew to a close with liturgy and the showing of a video. 
 

Bishop Wright gave his recognition and thanks to Holy Innocents Church and School, along with 

their clergy and staff the Secretary and Assistant Secretary; the Chancellor and the Chancellor 

Emeritus and Parliamentarian; the Chair of the Dispatch of Business; the Bishop’s Staff and 

Communications Team; the Budget and Finance Committee and all who worked on the 2025 

Mission and Ministry Budget; all who led worship and music; the youth who led the morning’s 

music; and the Chief Teller. The Bishop announced that the 2025Annual Council will be held on 

the 7th & 8th November, 2025 at The Cathedral of St. Philip.  

 

Bishop Wright adjourned the Council sine die at 11:45 a.m. 

Bishop Wright blessed the participants at Council prior to their departure. 

 

Submitted by The Rev. Richard Winston Arthur, Secretary & The Very Rev. P. Richard Game, 

Assistant Secretary.  


