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Licensed Lay Ministries 
  
● An evolving relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
● Confirmed communicant in good standing at a congregation/community of faith 

recognized as part of the Diocese of Atlanta 
● Worshipping at a parish and known to the clergy/leader exercising oversight for 12 

months 
● Endorsement by member of the clergy or leader exercising oversight of the congregation 

or community of faith 
● Subject to training prior to licensure and continuing education afterward 
● Duration of license to be set by Bishop and renewed at the appropriate time 
● A person licensed in this Diocese under the provisions of this Canon may serve in 

another congregation or other community of faith in the same Diocese at the invitation 
of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight. 

  
  
Licensed Lay Ministries: 
● Pastoral Leader 
● Worship Leader 
● Preacher 
● Catechist 
● Eucharistic Minister* 
● Eucharistic Visitor* 
● Evangelist 

  
 
ALL licensed lay ministers must be up-to-date on  
● Safeguarding God’s Children (register HERE) 
● Safeguarding God’s People  (register HERE) 
● Dismantling Racism training   

ALL licensed lay ministers must also take pastoral care training through Community of Hope 
International.  
 
Licensed lay ministers are required to participate in quarterly debriefing check-ins and to 
submit reports 
 
  
*Please note the Diocese has long had a process for the licensure of parish EMs and EVs, which 
includes local formation by parish clergy and a licensure APPLICATION submitted at this 
ONLINE PORTAL.  That process remains unchanged for those doing that ministry in their local 
parish.  For anyone who wants to be licensed for ministry (EMs/EVs or any of the other 
licensures) to other parishes, beyond their local parish, the new Diocesan licensure process, 
which includes discernment cohort and formal formation, would then apply.   

https://safechurchatlanta.org/sgc/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4VRDhlbx0GlQ9Yboa-fP3HBicIYyT010gq66wnSLjTQKPpQ/viewform
https://safechurchatlanta.org/sgp/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4VRDhlbx0GlQ9Yboa-fP3HBicIYyT010gq66wnSLjTQKPpQ/viewform
https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/training
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RvZFViXZtvFwcMSOx3mweJzyl_vBnUHr/view?usp=share_link
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7d8e908f76db464e89d186678c1acc25
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sac3MkVU8cG8Qz1WHwSKw6LqtkapTxtO/view?usp=share_link
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PASTORAL LEADER 
  

Canonical Description: 
A Pastoral Leader is a lay person authorized to exercise pastoral or administrative responsibility 
in a congregation under special circumstances, as defined by the Bishop. 
  

Competencies: 
Knowledge of: 
● The Calling of a Pastoral Leader 
● Models for Leadership 
● Models for Being Church 
● Nuts and Bolts of Church Administration 
● Pastoral Care for the Church 
● Engaging Neighbors and Community 

  
Practice of: 
● Pastoral Care (make several pastoral care visits with oversight first) 
● Personal Piety (rule of life, living out of Baptismal Covenant, including an evolving 

relationship with Jesus as Lord) 
  
 

Formation: 
● Pastoral Leadership Class through Bexley-Seabury’s Pathways 
● Pastoral Care Training through Community of Hope International 

   

https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/pastoral-leader-training-fulfills-requirements-for-pastoral-leader-license-with-support-from-bishop-62485/about/
https://www.cohinternational.org/overview
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WORSHIP LEADER 
  

Canonical Description: 
A Worship Leader is a lay person who regularly leads public worship under the direction of the 
Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other 
community of faith. 
  

Competencies: 
Knowledge of: 
● History of the Daily Office 
● Rubrics and Canons governing lay worship leaders 
● The Daily Office (morning, noonday, evening prayer, compline) 
● Revised Common Lectionary 
● Book of Common Prayer 

  
Practice of: 
● Leading Daily Offices in the absence of a priest 
● Personal Piety (rule of life, living out of Baptismal Covenant, including an evolving 

relationship with Jesus as Lord) 
 
 

Formation 
● Worship Leader Class through Bexley-Seabury’s Pathways 
● Pastoral Care Training through Community of Hope International 

  
 
  
  

https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/worship-leader-training-fulfills-requirements-for-worship-leader-license-with-support-from-bishop-62482/382765/about/
https://www.cohinternational.org/overview
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PREACHER 
  

Canonical Description: 
A Preacher is a lay person authorized to preach. Persons so authorized shall only preach in 
congregations under the direction of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising 
oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. 
  

Competencies: 
Knowledge of: 
● Scripture (by EfM or equivalent course on Scripture) 
● Preaching (preparing the preacher, preparing to preach, framing and constructing a 

sermon) 
● Scriptural Imagination 

  
Practice of: 
● Preaching with feedback 
● Personal Piety (rule of life, living out of Baptismal Covenant, including an evolving 

relationship with Jesus as Lord) 
  
  

Formation  
● Education for Ministry completion OR Bexley-Seabury courses: Foundations for 

Baptismal Living, Engaging God’s Story, and Theology and Ethics 
● Preaching Class through Bexley-Seabury’s Pathways 
● Pastoral Care Training through Community of Hope International 

  

https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/foundations-for-baptismal-living-62491/385625/about/
https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/foundations-for-baptismal-living-62491/385625/about/
https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/engaging-gods-story-62490/381441/about/
https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/introducing-theology-and-ethics-62489/382914/about/
https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/preaching-claiming-your-voice-fulfills-requirements-for-preaching-license-with-support-from-bishop-62481/177290/about/
https://www.cohinternational.org/overview
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CATECHIST 
  

Canonical Description: 
A Catechist is a lay person authorized to prepare persons for Baptism, Confirmation, Reception, 
and the Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows, and shall function under the direction of the Member 
of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of 
faith. 
  
  

Competencies: 
Knowledge of: 
● Theology of Formation 
● Faith Development across Ages/Lifespan 
● Curriculum Development 
● Sacramental Preparation for Baptism 
● Sacramental Preparation for Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation 

  
Practice of: 
● Writing curriculum with feedback 
● Teaching with feedback 
● Personal Piety (rule of life, living out of Baptismal Covenant, including an evolving 

relationship with Jesus as Lord)) 
  
  

Formation 
● Faith Formation Leaders (Catechists) Class through Bexley-Seabury’s Pathways 
● Pastoral Care Training through Community of Hope International 

  
  

https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/faith-formation-leaders-training-fulfills-requirements-for-catechist-license-with-support-from-bishop-209373/about/
https://www.cohinternational.org/overview
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTER/EUCHARISTIC VISITOR 
  

Canonical Description (EM): 
A Eucharistic Minister is a lay person authorized to administer the Consecrated Elements at a 
Celebration of Holy Eucharist. A Eucharistic Minister should normally act under the direction of 
a Deacon, if any, or otherwise, the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of 
the congregation or other community of faith. 
  
  

Canonical Description (EV): 
A Eucharistic Visitor is a lay person authorized to take the Consecrated Elements in a timely 
manner following a Celebration of Holy Eucharist to members of the congregation who, by 
reason of illness or infirmity, were unable to be present at the Celebration. A Eucharistic Visitor 
should normally act under the direction of a Deacon, if any, or otherwise, the Member of the 
Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. 
  
  

Competencies: 
Knowledge of: 
● Similar to Worship Leaders: Rubrics and Canons governing lay roles in worship 
● Theology around sacraments and Holy Eucharist 
● Practices around Holy Eucharist 
● Book of Common Prayer and Daily Offices 

  
Practice of: 
● Leading Daily Offices in the absence of a clergyperson 
● Personal Piety (rule of life, living out of Baptismal Covenant, including an evolving 

relationship with Jesus as Lord) 
  

Formation 
● Local formation with a deacon/clergyperson at the person’s community of faith 
● Current on SafeChurch training and SafeChurch policies 
● Pastoral Care Training through Community of Hope International 

 
 
Note that the process for licensure for EMs and EVs at the parish level has not 
changed. To apply for PARISH licensure, use this form and upload HERE. Please 
note the forms for PARISH licensure and DIOCESAN licensure are different. 

https://www.cohinternational.org/overview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RvZFViXZtvFwcMSOx3mweJzyl_vBnUHr/view?usp=share_link
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7d8e908f76db464e89d186678c1acc25
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EVANGELIST 
  

Canonical Description: 
An Evangelist is a lay person who presents the good news of Jesus Christ in such a way that 
people are led to receive Christ as Savior and follow Christ as Lord in the fellowship of the 
Church. An Evangelist assists with the community's ministry of evangelism in partnership with 
the Presbyter or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation, or as directed by the 
Bishop. 
  

Competencies: 
Knowledge of: 
● Story-Sharing vs. Story-Telling 
● What is Good News 
● What is Evangelism 

  
Practice of: 
● Sharing your story 
● Personal Piety (rule of life, living out of Baptismal Covenant, including an evolving 

relationship with Jesus as Lord) 
  

Formation 
● Evangelist Leadership Training Class through Bexley-Seabury’s Pathways 
● Pastoral Care Training through Community of Hope International 

https://bexleyseabury.pathwright.com/library/evangelist-leadership-training-fulfills-requirements-for-evangelist-license-with-support-from-bishop-62484/364270/about/
https://www.cohinternational.org/overview

